[A study of children with retinoblastoma. Diagnosis is often delayed].
Retinoblastoma is an uncommon but highly malignant ocular tumour of the early childhood. The delay in diagnosis following presentation at a health care facility was studied for 22 consecutive cases derived from the National Retinoblastoma Center in Sweden. Four of the children were regularly examined owing to a family history of retinoblastoma, but among the remaining 18 children the delay in diagnosis exceeded one month in five cases (including all children presenting with squint). However, there was no appreciable delay once appropriate fundus examination had been performed, thus stressing the need of early ophthalmological assessment in all cases of children manifesting signs consistent with retinoblastoma.